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.. “he Lxoert Harbor of Riza (56°°57'N/24°07'E) wag north of the town 


on the eastern bank of the Dueria River, about 6 nautical niles from 
the point where the Duena iver flows into the Baltic, Ths harbor 
forme the nerthemnvost pertior of the harbor ingtallations in Riga. 
Tt was situated on a peninsula, formed by the Duena River on the 
west and the east, In tne southern part was a harbor basin with the 
northern end of 4ndeeas Harbor adjoining it on the west, Tae size of 
the harbor area was 1,500 x 7OC meters. (1) 

2, at the close of the var the ingtallations of the Export Harbor 
were destroyed by German forces, In particular, the quay wall, the 
erane and track systen, an? nost of the storage sheds vere 
completely demolished. Inv ediately after the recapture cf the harbor 
by the Soviets, cleaving work was begun with the aid of niimerous 
German Pils, In May 1946, a lacge-scale reconstruction Paagga Was 

begun, according to whieh work on the Expert Harber was to be 
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completed late in LO50 #ithin the framework of the Pive-Year-Flan,. 


3. The quay was entirely reconsthmected, The first rebuilding stage of 
about 300 meters, was finished tn November 194. The second buiiding 
22 in Late 19903; however, it appeared barely 
@ eould be met, With the new construction, 
) the qmay wall was advancec about. 6 meters into the river, Jooden 
jj plles, Whout 22 to 24 meters long, were Gdpiven wifer this 


at 
probable that this da 


pee ° eometruction, The quay proper wag a eonerete structure; ics total 
length, including the intact northern seetion ef «bet 500 meters, 


was about 1,500 meters, its width 6 meters, ind its heicht sbeve 
water-Level xbout 2 ceters, The Buena River was permanently dredged 
by the larce dredge OB, The water depth. beside the quay was - eters. 


tn 


No obstacles or wreciis were observed in the ehannel., ; 
4, The destroyed cold-sterage bui.ding was reconstructei and expanded «tf 
+ ~ ’ (a ke . 
the same time the quay vas rebuilt, It was a 120 x 50 reters Tive- 
story building. Sovth of the aold-storage building, a new Large 
storage-brilding generally cal lee the American building, sas erected 
in 1943 and 1949, Tt vas a large 120 x 60 x 15 meters building, with 
5 ' 2, 28 owes + “~e mite T os 
modern installations, such as heating plant, trap-‘oors, ®ve, Later . 
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a second storage building of the same size was ereeted, but was 
bhe period of reference, and was to 
550, There were alse shou 9 other 
storage sheds, each about 36 »eters long, within the harbor area, 
es repaired, There were iso workshops 


4 crane workshop was erected on the nerthern portion of the quay 
Por the repair or constenetion of oranes. fan to twelve traveling 
vantey cranes were in operation by the end of UWovember 1949, They 


were designed to permit ° railroad tracks (Sovie$’ zauge) to run 
g p 


“etween the tracks of the cranes. Cranes available included: 2 x 45-tor: 
US eranes, 2 x 17-ton Gernam erenes plus J other 4-ton cpanes, (© 


The quay had first-class rail connection (Soviet cange), Spur tracks 
run along the quays 2nd between the storage bri’ dings, The spur-troe's 
system was also expanded, There were connections with the Riga 
freight station, Real conreetLons were also very good, bey ennerete 
roads were erected in the harbor area running along the quay and 
between the storage buildings. The entire narber J’istrict was 
surrounded. by 1 high tesmd Ferce with watah towers, armed harbor 
police acted as gusrlg at the gates, Harbor operation was in the 
nands of a Soviet naval of Cicer, The harbor administrat’.o1 and the 
nanagenent of the new epnstruation ef the harher were under different 
authorities, 2nd ag a result there were continuous quarrels about 
competence, . 


Up to November 194° most of the reconstruction ‘ork wis done by 
German PWs, who were gradujlly re laced by Ukrainian drafted 
vorkers (men and women), In Haven ber 1949 all Ps had been with- 
drawn, About 30U elivilian workers. weré employed in discharging 
vessels, working in 2 or 3 shtfts,. 


Two to four vessels per woek, up to the size of 3,000 GRT, were . 
handled, at first they were loaded beside a temporary plier. In 1746 
und 1947 Soviet vessels curvying so-called dismantled goods from 

the Soviet Zone of Germany were. practically the only ones. who 

arrived there, Later Finnish, Dinish, and Swedish ships, carrying 
food=stuffs, sugar, potash, cm’ saehinery alga visited Phe port 
ocrasionally, but She majority ~ere still Soviet vessels, “ost of 

the vessels Left in ballast. Only small quantittes cf cenent, buil ing 
aaterials and fertilizers vere shipped, The vessels used be stay in 
harbor about three or Pour days, Traffic may be terme@a “moderate, (3) 


Warships were only seen taking on provisions beside the cold-storage 
building. No detailed deseription was given, In aduzsust and September 
1949, three or four railroad tra&ns carrying motorboats were directed 
to tite Export Harbor, One of the trains carried 23 and «another 3 
motorboats of the same type, ea@h stowed on a four~axle car, The 
motorboats, whieh arrived with the respective navil personnel, were 
to be stationed at the mouth of the Duena River. (4) 


ep oounents. . 
he Export Harbor 1s the nost efficient and most up-to-date harbor 


Because of the new construction the Export Harbor has regained its 
former efficiency,. storage space nas been congiderably increased by 
the new large storage buildings. 
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(3) There is no hormal freight traffic in Riga with most aoons ea hes 
and only a very few exported, Tu is inferred from these observation 
that the harbor capacity is by far not fully exploited. 3tal itrol 

(4) These motorboats, 8$12¢€ about 30 tons, are only small coastal patto. 


“oats. The naval base of igs is lecated in Bolderaa near buenamuende , 
where the boats will probably be stationed, 
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